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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, AS 

SUBJECT: SUSPENSION OF MINISTER FOR FINANCE ERIC ROBINSON 

1 . PRIME MINISTER FRASER HAS SUSPENDED FINANCE MINISTER 
ROBINSON PENDING THE RESULTS OF A JUDICIAL INQUIRY INTO 
ALLEGATIONS THAT ROBINSON INTERFERED IN THE 1977 ELECTORAL 
REDISTRIBUTION PROCESS IN QUEENSLAND. 

2. THE ALLEGATIONS AGAINST ROBINSON ARE ESPECIALLY 
EMBARRASSING TO THE PRIME MINISTER BECAUSE THEY WERE 
INSTIGATED BY ANOTHER QUEENSLAND LIBERAL MP. DONALD 
CAMERON. CAMERON CLAIMED IN LATE 1977 THAT ROBINSON HAD 
PRESSURED QUEENSLAND ELECTORAL OFFICERS TO BETTER 
ROBINSON'S ELECTORAL BOUNDARIES BY TAKING LIBERAL VOTING 
AREAS AWAY FROM CAMERON AND TWO OTHER QUEENSLAND LIBERAL 
MPS. FRASER DISMISSED CAMERON AS DEPUTY PARTY WHIP IN 
MARCH 1978 BECAUSE OF CAMERON'S CONTINUING PUBLIC 
ALLEGATIONS AGAINST ROBINSON S ALLEGED ACTIVITIES. 

PM FRASER, AFTER EARLIER DIMISSION CAMERON'S CHARGES 
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AGAINST ROBINSON, HAS NOW DECIDED TO CONDUCT A JUDICIAL 
INQUIRY BECAUSE OF CAMERON’S CLAIM THAT HE HAS NEW 
EVIDENCE, INCLUDING SWORN AFFIDAVITS FROM RELIABLE 
WITNESSES, TO SUPPORT HIS CHARGES. 

3. THIS MARKS THE THIRD OCCASION THAT PM FRASER, WHO 
PUTS MUCH SOCK IN PROPRIETY IN GOVERNMENT, HAS HAD TO 
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DISMISS OR SUSPEND A MINISTER BECAUSE OF ALLEGATIONS OF 
IMPROPRIETY: VIC GARLAND, AS MINISTER FOR POST AND 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS IN 1976 (LATER REINSTATED AS MINISTER 
FOR SPECIAL TRADE REPRESENTATIONS); PHILLIP LYNCH, AS 
TREASURER IN 1977 (LATER REINSTATED AS MINISTER FOR 
INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE); AND NOW ROBINSON. 

ALSTON 
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